Aetiology and pathogenesis of paraneoplastic autoimmune disorders.
Paraneoplastic autoimmune disorders (PAD) represent a group of autoimmune diseases associated with neoplasms. As a consequence of a remote autoimmunity-mediated effect, PAD are found in multiple organs or tissues, including the skin, blood and nervous system. Compared with non-paraneoplastic autoimmune diseases, PAD have different aetiologies, pathologies, disease symptoms and treatment responses. There are two main origins of autoimmunity in PAD: neoplasm-mediated dysregulated homeostasis in immune cells/organs and in autoantigens. Pathologically, PAD are mediated predominantly by either autoantibodies or autoreactive T-cells. In the past decade, significant progress has been achieved in increasing our understanding of the aetiology and pathology of PAD. In this review article, we aim to provide a comprehensive overview of the recent advances in this field.